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Application and Claims Status 

Applicant's amendment and response filed on 9/23/2008 are acknowledged and entered. 

Applicants have amended claims 1-5, 11, 37, 38, 41, 44-47, 49, 50 and 52, and cancelled 
claims 6-10, 12-36, 39, 40, 42, 43, 48 and 51. Therefore, claims 1-5, 11, 37, 38, 41, 44-47, 49, 50 
and 52 are currently pending and are under consideration in this Office Action. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, see pages 7-9, filed on 9/23/2008, with respect to previous 
rejection of claims 1-5 and 1 1 have been fully considered and persuasive. Therefore, the 
rejection of claims 1-5 and 1 1 are withdrawn. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-5 and 1 1 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
with respect to independent claim 1 , the prior art of record does not fairly teach the claimed 
"wherein the first navigation mode the navigation control moves at a first sensitivity in 
accordance with the physical input, and in the second navigation mode the navigation control 
moves at a second different sensitivity in accordance with the same physical input such that in 
the first navigation mode the navigation control moves by an amount that has a first relationship 
with the movement of the pointing device, and in the second navigation mode the navigation 
control moves by an amount that has a second different relationship with the movement of the 
pointing device, the navigation control moving linearly in accordance with the movement of the 
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pointing device in both the first and second navigation modes" along with the other claimed 
limitations. 

Claims 2-5 and 1 1 are dependent claims are also allowable under same reasons as 
discussed for independent claim 1 . 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, see pages 9-11, filed on 9/23/2008, with respect to previous 
rejection of claims 37, 38, 41, 44-47, 49, 50 and 52 have been fully considered and are NOT 
persuasive. The amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Final 
office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

When the interpretation of the claim(s) is or may be in dispute, i.e., given one interpretation, arejection 
under 35 U.S.C. 102 is appropriate and given another interpretation, a rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) is 
appropriate. 

When the reference discloses all the limitations of a claim except a property or function, and the examiner 
cannot determine whether or not the reference inherently possesses properties which anticipate or render 
obvious the claimed invention but has basis for shifting the burden of proof to applicant as In re Fitzgerald, 
619 F.2d 67, 205 USPQ 594 (CCPA 1980). 

Claims 37, 38, 41, 44-47, 49, 50 and 52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
anticipated by or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Hashimoto et al. 
(US 5,554,980, Hashimoto). 

As to claim 37, an apparatus, comprising: a sensor configured to sense a physical 
input, the apparatus configured to control two-dimensional movement of displayed a 
navigation control in accordance with the physical input (in the alternate embodiment, figure 
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35, Hashimoto teaches a pointing device 1 comprising a sensor 2 which detects a physical input, 
e.g., col. 25, lines 54-67; control processor 24 control the movement of the cursor 108 in 
accordance with the physical input, col. 26, lines 10-15) a selector having a first state and a 
second state (in the alternate embodiment, figure 46, Hashimoto further teaches a selection 
switching 57 comprises a first stage switching 9, and a second stage switching 57a, col. 29, lines 
20-30) the apparatus configured to control the two-dimensional movement of the displayed 
navigation control at either a first sensitivity or a second sensitivity depending upon 
whether the selector is in a first state or a second state (in the alternate embodiment, figures 6 
and 7, Hashimoto further teaches the white cursor 108 is displayed on the menu screen 220 
corresponding to the first display state as claimed; and the black cursor 108 is changed to be 
displayed on the selecting desired icon 222 corresponding to the second display state as claimed, 
col. 15, lines 45-67; figs. 6 and 7) in accordance with the same physical input (in the alternate 
embodiment, Hashimoto further teaches the following: with respect to the angular motion 
(speed) detectors 2 and 3, the pointing device 1 is oriented toward the front, back, left or right in 
space to point the desired icon, col. 25, lines 64-67; fig. 33; and with respect to the acceleration 
detectors 19 and 19a, the pointing device 1 is oriented toward the front, back, left or right in 
space to point the desired icon, col. 33, lines 27-30; fig. 64. Therefore, the pointing device 1 is 
oriented with the same physical input) depending upon whether the selector is in a first state 
or a second state, wherein the selector is angular sensor configured to sense an angle of the 
apparatus , wherein the first state is associated with a first angle of the apparatus and the 
second state is associated with a second angle of the apparatus (in the alternate embodiment, 
figure 20, Hashimoto further teaches in col. 21, lines 8-17). 
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As to claim 38, the apparatus of claim 37, further including a Left click button and a 
Right click button in addition to the selector (in the alternate embodiment, Hashimoto 
conventionally discloses the computer mouse 103 including a Left click button and a Right click 
button, see figure 73, prior art) 

As to claim 41, the apparatus of claim 37, wherein the physical input is translation of the 
apparatus (Hashimoto further teaches in col. 34, lines 43-46) 

As to claim 44, the apparatus of claim 37, wherein the displayed navigation controls is a 
displayed cursor (Hashimoto teaches the cursor 108, see figures 6 and 7). 

As to claim 45, a pointing device configured to communicate with navigation 
software running on a computer having a display, the pointing device comprising: (in the 
alternate embodiment, figure 35, Hashimoto teaches a pointing device 1 comprising a sensor 2 
which detects a physical input, e.g., col. 25, lines 54-67; control processor 24 control the 
movement of the cursor 108 in accordance with the physical input, col. 26, lines 10-15) a 
selector configured to switch between a first state and a second state responsive to a first 
physical input (in the alternate embodiment, figure 46, Hashimoto further teaches a selection 
switching 57 comprises a first stage switching 9, and a second stage switching 57a, col. 29, lines 
20-30) wherein the selector is an angular sensor configured to sense an angle of the pointing 
device, and wherein the first state is associated with a first angle of the pointing device and 
the second state is associated with a second angle of the pointing device (in the alternate 
embodiment, figure 20, Hashimoto further teaches in col. 21, lines 8-17) a sensor coupled to the 
selector and configured to sense a second physical input (in the alternate embodiment, figure 
67, Hashimoto further teaches acceleration detectors 19a and 19b electrically connected to the 
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selection switching 57a which detect the acceleration physical input, col. 33, lines 27-32) the 
pointing device configured to request the navigation software to translate a navigation 
control across the display at a first sensitivity in accordance with the second physical input 
while the selector is in the first state (in the alternate embodiment, figure 33, Hashimoto 
further teaches with respect to the angular motion (speed) detectors 2 and 3, the pointing device 
1 is oriented toward the front, back, left or right in space to point the desired icon, col. 25, lines 
64-67; fig. 33) and to request the navigation software to translate the navigation control 
across the display at a second sensitivity in accordance with the second physical input while 
the selector is in the second state (and with respect to the acceleration detectors 19 and 19a, the 
pointing device 1 is oriented toward the front, back, left or right in space to point the desired 
icon, col. 33, lines 27-30; fig. 64). 

As to claim 46, the pointing device of claim 45, further including a Left click button and 
a Right click button in addition to the selector (in the alternate embodiment, Hashimoto 
conventionally discloses the computer mouse 103 including a Left click button and a Right click 
button, see figure 73, prior art). 

As to claim 47, the pointing device of claim 45, wherein the selector has different 
physical positions each representing a different one of the first and second states (in the alternate 
embodiment, figure 20, Hashimoto further teaches in col. 21, lines 8-17). 

As to claim 49, the pointing device of claim 45, wherein the second physical input is 
translation of the apparatus. (Hashimoto further teaches in col. 34, lines 43-46). 

As to claim 50, the pointing device of claim 45, wherein the apparatus is configured to 
translate upon a surface, the selector being responsive to pressure applied to the apparatus 
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against the surface, the selector configured to be in either the first state or the second state 
depending upon an amount of the pressure (Hashimoto teaches in col. 29, lines 20-30). 

As to claim 52, the pointing device of claim 45, wherein the displayed navigation 
controls is a displayed cursor (Hashimoto teaches the cursor 108, see figures 6 and 7). 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 37, 38, 41, 44-47, 49, 50 and 52 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KEVIN M. NGUYEN whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7697. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:00-5:00. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 

like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 

information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Kevin M Nguyen/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2629 

KMN 

December 19, 2008 



